LLT JOURNAL VOL. 16 NO. 1

Question Word in the Mandarin Language

Xu Yunyu
Indonesian language teacher at Asian & African Studies Faculty ,
Tianjian Foreign Studies University, China
candy-xuyunyu@hotmail.com

ABSTRACT

In an interrogative sentence in Mandarin language, a question word can be
placed in the beginning, middle or end of a sentence. Because of the different nation
and culture, when a foreign student learns Mandarin, they find it difficult to understand
the question words and the position of the question words in that language. Because of
that, the writer proposes to explain such problems. This research aims to find out what
are the types of question words in Mandarin, and also to explain the function and usage
of question words in the Mandarin interrogative sentence. An interrogative sentence is
a very important sentence.

In Mandarin, the following question words: We(shui) “Who”, 1EWB 5 (zai nadli)
“where”, 1EW8)L(zai nd’er) “where”, AT A (wéi shénme) “why”, B (zénme)
“why”, %/ (dué shdo) “how many”, % /A(dué jiti) “how long”, 1AK%
(shénme shihou) “when”, 114 (shénme) “what”, WAt A4(zuo shénme) “why”, T
4 (gan shénme) “why”, TWk(ganma) “why” and so on are used to ask “who”,
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A. INTRODUCTION
1. Background of the Study

In daily life, it is very common to greet,
make casual jokes, and pose questions to each
other. By communicating, we can know many
things, expand our knowledge, and exchange
ideas. Apart from that, communication can
inspire new ideas.

In communication, there is always a
question-and-answer interaction, in which each
individual needs to pay attention to the question
that he/she proposes. An interrogative sentence
is one of the most important sentences in any
language in the world, because only by asking
questions the communicator can eliminate his/
her unawareness, doubts, and uncertainties
about something that is completely unknown

to them or that they know very little about.
(Wijana, 1981:1)

It is the same in Mandarin language. In an
interrogative sentence in Mandarin language, a
question word can be placed in the beginning,
middle or end of a sentence. Because of the
different nation and culture, when a foreign
student learn Mandarin, they find it difficult to
understand the question words and the position
of the question words in that language. Because
of that, the writer proposes to explain such
problems.

2. Purpose of the Study

This research aims to find out what are the
types of question words in Mandarin, and also
to explain the function and usage of question
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words in the Mandarin interrogative sentence.

3. Benefits of the Study

This research hopes to give contribution
to the foreign language learner, especially those
who are interested in linguistics. Moreover, this
research is dedicated to the foreign language
learner who wants to study Mandarin or wants
to find out more about the Mandarin language
(specifically about the question words in the
Mandarin language).

B. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
1. Question Word

Question word is a mark of an interrogative
sentence which changes the word or the words
being asked. A few question words that are
frequently used are “What”, “How”, “How
much”, “Where”, “Why”, and so on.

2 Interrogative Sentence

A sentence is a grammatical unit which
are marked by an ending intonation. In written
language, a sentence is marked by the sign (.),
™, (M, ). (M. Ramlan, 2008). A sentence,
based on its function, can be categorized into
three types: affirmative sentence, interrogative
sentence, and instructive sentence. Based on its
name, an interrogative sentence functions to ask
about something. (Ramlan, 1987:31,33).

An interrogative sentence is used to ask
about something. An interrogative sentence
begins with a question word and ends with a
question mark.

Based on its functions, an interrogative
sentence has several types: “Yes-No Questions”,
“Wh questions”, and “Alternative questions”.

C. RESEARCH METHODS
1. Source of the Study

The data for this research are obtained from
books in the Gadjah Mada University Library,
internet articles, and also from books of
Mandarin lessons that can support this research.

2 Procedures and Techniques of Data
Gathering

In writing this paper, the writer gathers the
data, test them, and then choose the appropriate
data to make sure that the obtained information
can really be used for this paper.

3.3 Data Analysis

The data that are gathered are then analyzed.
The analysis method and techniques that are
used in this paper is an equalization method
with the technique of choosing the determining
factor (as described by Sudaryanto, 1985:2-
12). Moreover, this research will also analyze
the similarities and differences between an
interrogative sentence in Mandarin and in a
foreign language.

D. ANALYSIS
1. Pitch in Mandarin
Every word in Mandarin has four pitch:

1. First pitch:™ (flat)

2. Second pitch:[] (raised pitch)

3. Third pitch:” (Raising and Falling Pitch)

4. Fourth pitch: * (Falling pitch)

The function of those four pitch are to
differentiate the meaning of the word. The same
syllable when pronounced with different pitch
will produce different meanings. For example:

Nada Bunyi Aksara Arti

First pitch Flat wa ¥ Dig

Second pitch Raising wa i Infant/baby

Third pitch Raising and | wa PL Roof'tile
Falling

Fourth pitch Falling wa fk Socks
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2. Question Word in Mandarin

Question word is one of the marks in
the interrogative sentence which function to
replace the word or words that are being asked.
In Mandarin, the question words are #(shui)
“Who”, 7EMIH (zai nali) “where”, 7EMF ) L(zai
nd’er) “where”, NftA(wei shénme) “why”,
B4 (zénme) “why”, Z/b (dudshdo) “how
many”, % /A(dud jiti) “how long”, f+4 I
f(shénme shihou) “when”, 414 (shénme)
“what”, fift4(zud shénme) “why”, A1
4 (gan shénme) “why”, F-¥(ganma) “why”,
and so on. According to the different purposes
of the question, the question words can be
classified into several categories:

a) “Who”, “Which”, "Who (plural)”

To ask about God, Angel, and human, the
following question words can be used: “iE”
(shui) “Who”, WFfiZ(nd wei) “which”, HFLL A
(na xi€ rén) "Who (plural)”. Misalnya:

(1) A2 HE?
ta shi shui?
Who is he/she?

(2). #ESER TRk ?
Shui wan chéng le zuo ye?
Who has finished the assignment?

(3). WERARANUE— D AZ I 1 2
Zud tian ni hé shui y1 qi ch1 wan fan?
Who did you have dinner with?

Sentence (1) is used to ask about a stranger.
The respondent may reply with the name,
profession, title, or the position of that person.
Besides that, the respondent may also say “I
don’t know” or “I don’t really know”.

In sentence (2) the question maker wans to
know who are the people who has finished
the assignment. The respondent will name the
people who have finished it.

Sentence (3) is used to ask who did the
respondent have dinner with.

(4). WA AN N 2K 2
N& wei shi na ge bing rén de jia shu?
Which are the patient’s family?

(5). THIR T EIMEMRAL ?
Nin de Iin wén zhi dao ldo shi shi nd wei ?
Who is your thesis-counsellor?

(6) FEFRATIE b, WELE A A v W14 [ ik
W ?
Zai wo mén ban shang, na xié rén you ji
hua ming nian chi
gud 1 you?
In our class, who are the people that plan to
take a trip abroad next year?

(7). WEe N2 38R dLok?
N4 xi€ rén jing chang qu chang ka 1a okay?
Who are the people that often go to karaoke?

In sentence (4) and (5), the word “na
wei”(who) is a singular question word that asks
the name of a person. In sentence (6) ,(7) , the
word “nd xi€ rén”(who) is a plural question
word that asks the name of the people, in other
words, “nd xié rén”’(who) is used to know the
names of more than one person.

b) “Where”

The question word “where” is used to ask
for a place. In Mandarin, the question word
“where” is often followed by the preposition
{f(zai) which means “at”, M(cong) which
means “from”, Z:(qu) which means “to”.

TEMFH (zai nali) or 7EMF)L(zai nd’er)
which means “where” is used to ask about a
place, the word MM B (cong nili)”or MWL
(cong na’er) which means “from where” is used
to ask about the origin or a place that a person
leaves from, the word W B (qu nali) or 2=
JL(qu n&’er) which means “where to” is used to
ask about a destination. For example:

(8)ARAE 7ML . 2 ay, PRATZEME )L, ?
Ni zhu zai nali? or Ni zhu zai
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nd’er?
Where do you live? = Where do
you live?

ORIV o URAERILR?
Ni cong nali 14i? or Ni cong
na’er 1ai?

Where are you from? = You are
from where?

(10). FRPGZEMER 12 59 I E R
JLT?

St x1 qu nali le ? or St xigqu
nd’er le ?
Where is Susi going? = Where is

Susi going?

In sentence (8) , the word 7EMp B (zai nili)
with 7EWF JL(zai nd’er) are synonymous words
to ask about the present place. In sentence (9),
the word MM B (cong nali) “or MM )L(cong
na’er) are synonymous words to ask about the
origin or the place from which a person came.
In sentence (10) , the word Z:Hl B (qu nali) is
used to ask about a place. While Wl JL(qu
nd’er) is used to ask about destination. They are
both synonymous words.

c) “What”

The question word “What” is used to ask
about an action. In Mandarin, there are several
words that mean “what”, those are: ff{ift4
(zudo shénme), T4tA4(gan shénme), T
(ganma). For example:

(11). U7 IEAE A 4.7
Na ji ge hai zi zheng zai zuo shénme?
What are the kids doing?

(12). RETAA?
Ni zai gan shénme?
What are you doing?
atau
You are doing what?
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(13). ABAS N K R ?
Na ge rén jiang yao ganma?
What will that person do?
or
The person will do what?

The word ff1 4 (zuo shénme), F4T4
(gan shénme), T-WH(ganma) are synonymous
words that mean “what”. Because the phrases
“doing what” dan “about to do what” can be
shortened, therefore sentence (12) and (13) in
Mandarin can each be translated into two kinds
of sentences.

d) “Why”

The question word “why” is used to ask
about a cause or reason. In Mandarin, the
question words that mean “why” are Jft4
(wei shénme), /E 4 (z&nme). For example:

(14). A A x4
Wei shén me zhé me re?
Why is it so hot?

(15). A B E A HK?
Ta zénme hai méi you 14ai?
Why hasn’t she arrived?

The word Nit4(wei shénme) and /&
‘4 (z&nme) are synonymous words for “why”.
Because both words are used to ask “why”,
sentence (14) and (15) in Mandarin can each be
translated into two kinds of sentences.

e) “When”, “how long”

The question word {14 i (shénme shihou)
which means “when” is used to ask about the
time. The word % /A(dud jit)) which means
“how long” is used to ask about duration. For
example:

(16). PRA A i i fg B A5 45 2
Ni shénme shihou jiang yao ji€ htin?
When will you get married?
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(7). BEZ AR K 2 —K?
Nin dub jiu hui jia xiang y1 ci?
How long will you go back to your
hometown?

 “How much”

The question word “how much” is used
to ask about sums and numbers. In Mandarin,
the word that means “how much” are %/b>
(dudshao). For example:

(18). WA Fh 2D ?
Na bén shii dudshao qgian?
How much is that book?

(19). IR FHL SR 27
Ni de shou jT hao ma shi dudshao?
What’s your phone number?

g) “What”

The word 114 (shénme) which means
“what” is used to ask about things, plants, and
animals. For example:

(20). MER M L HEFL T2

Na gé piao liang de nii hai zai kan shénme

shii?

What’s the book that the beautiful lady

reads?

(21). HRA AR ?
Na shi shénme y1 fu?
What’s that dress?

E. CONCLUSION

An interrogative sentence is a very
important sentence. By asking questions, we can
expand our mind. In Mandarin, the following
question words: #E(shui) “Who”, 7EME B (zai
nali) “where”, 7EME JL(zai nd’er) “where”, N
4 (wei shénme) “why”, /&4 (z&nme) “why”
, %/ (dud shiao) “how many”, % /A(dud
jit) “how long”, A4z (shénme shihou)

“when”, f14(shénme) “what”, fift4 (zuod
shénme) “why”, F4t4(gan shénme) “why”
, TW(ganma) “why” and so on are used to
ask “who”, “where”, “what”, “how much”,
“when”, “what time”, and “why”. Those words
have different functions and usage.

Each sentence has a certain structure and
word order. A question word can be placed in
the beginning, middle, or end of a sentence.
When the place is changed, there is a possibility
of miscommunication.
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